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Catherine is an Arrente/Luritja woman from the Central Australian regions. She has worked in News 
and Current Affairs for almost 20 years. During this time she has held positions as a journalist, 
producer and television news Presenter for NITV, the ABC and Imparja Television.  
Currently the Executive Producer of NITV Current Affairs, Catherine is constantly seeking new 
pathways to engage both Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Australians to understand the very diverse 
life experiences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and to encourage viewers to think 
more deeply about the complexity of the issues that underlie both disadvantage and success. In her 
current position, Catherine produces AWAKEN, the only program to ever receive ratings of more 
than 100K on the NITV Channel. Working with colleague Karla Grant, Catherine has also overseen the 
format change, which delivered the highest rating season of Living Black on SBS1, since its inception 
12 years ago.  
Outside of the media Catherine has held managerial positions within the Northern Territory 
Department of Education and enjoyed ministerial appointments and invitations to serve on several 
Education and Community Interest advisory groups and committees. Catherine is also the current Co-
Chair of the SBS Reconciliation Action Plan.  
Having lived on outstations, community, regional towns and urban cities, Catherine has broad 
personal experiences of the many issues that impact Indigenous Australians. Her special interest 
remains Education and she has a comprehensive knowledge of national and international educations 
systems, innovations and engagement programs from early childhood to University.  
Catherine is a mum of four children, one at University, one in High school and two at primary school. 

Are there Other Issues of Special Relevance to Cohesion, such as 
Homophobia, or Lack of Freedom of Expression, or Other Specific Groups 
Experiencing Exclusion? 

National Indigenous Television (NITV) is Australia’s national free-to-air Indigenous television channel 
which broadcasts programming produced predominantly by, for and about Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people to all Australians and is contributing to reconciliation in Australia. NITV reaches 
over two million Australians each month with content that speaks to its audiences through news and 
current affairs, documentary, children’s and sport programming. NITV continues to carve out a voice 
in the mainstream media, demonstrating the channel’s unique ability to use its insights and links to 
Indigenous communities to impact the national conversation. NITV is proudly part of SBS and unique 
to the Australian public broadcasting environment, telling stories that are often excluded from 
mainstream media to broader national and international audiences. Catherine Liddle will speak on 
the importance of the channel to social cohesion and reconciliation in Australia, and NITV’s role to 
educate and entertain its Indigenous and non-Indigenous audiences about issues that matter, 
through the rich diversity of cultures, languages and talent of the nation’s first people. 
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Appointed as CEO in 2013, Deborah is a strategic leader, change manager and ADR specialist. An 
early advocate for ADR in Australia, Deborah introduced its commercial and community benefits into 
the financial services sector in a career spanning 25 years. Admitted as a Barrister and Solicitor of the 
High Court of New Zealand, Deborah is currently a Steering Committee Member for the Australian 
ADR Industry Forum; Executive Officer of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (Australia); Editorial 
Panel member, Lexis Nexis ADR Bulletin and Advisory Committee Member, Melbourne Commercial 
Arbitration and Mediation Centre. 

Mediation for Social Cohesion:  
A Case Study in Community Skills Development 

Building conflict and dispute resolution capability in communities and organisations is central to 
building long term national social cohesion. Conflict and disputes are an inevitable part of life for all 
communities. Empowering community members with the skills, techniques and processes that can 
help reduce levels of conflict and effectively resolve disputes, while preserving relationships, is 
fundamental to ensuring a cohesive society. The Australian Disputes Centre is a not-for-profit 
organisation dedicated to promoting best practice conflict and dispute resolution. During nearly 
30 years, ADC has trained thousands of mediators from all walks of life. Mediation is a proven 
dispute resolution process in many cross cultural contexts. In 2014, ADC introduced its Aboriginal & 
Torres Strait Islander Mediation Training Scholarship Program with the aim of empowering local 
people within local communities with the highly effective skills of a trained and accredited mediator. 
This paper discusses the goals, approach and experience of this national program and its potential 
application in other community contexts where social cohesion is a vital objective. 
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